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Aug. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Let our actions today send this message loud
and clear: There are no expendable American
targets; there will be no sanctuary for terrorists;
we will defend our people, our interests, and
our values; we will help people of all faiths,
in all parts of the world, who want to live free

of fear and violence. We will persist, and we
will prevail.

Thank you. God bless you, and may God bless
our country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the 1999 Federal Pay Raise
August 20, 1998

I am announcing today my support for a 3.6
percent pay raise in 1999 for Federal civilian
employees and military personnel. This increase
is consistent with preliminary appropriations and
authorizing actions already taken in Congress.
I urge the Congress to enact legislation pro-
viding for such an increase, and if Congress
fails to act, I will use my executive authority
to guarantee that a 3.6 increase takes effect.

An increase of 3.6 percent for Federal em-
ployees would essentially allow Federal pay to
match the growth in private sector wages. Given
the high level of productivity of Federal employ-
ees and the continuing trend of solid real in-
come gains in the private sector, I believe that

Federal employees deserve the recognition and
compensation that this increase provides. I will
continue to work with Congress and labor to
review the means by which we ensure fair and
equitable pay.

Since the first days of this administration, the
Vice President and I have worked to streamline
the Federal Government. Today, the Govern-
ment operates more efficiently and better serves
the American people. This success would not
have been possible without Government employ-
ees who have been called upon to work harder
and to do more with less. Our Federal employ-
ees have risen to that mission, and with this
action, we recognize their efforts.

Statement on the 1997 National Household Survey on Drug Abuse
August 21, 1998

Today’s 1997 National Household Survey on
Drug Abuse shows that while overall drug use
remains flat, teen drug use continues to rep-
resent a serious and growing problem. That is
why, last month, I launched a 5-year, $2 billion
youth antidrug media campaign to use the full
force of the media to make sure that our chil-
dren get the message that drugs are dangerous,
wrong, and can kill you. That is also why I
have asked Congress to pass a comprehensive
drug strategy that aims to cut youth drug use
in half through better prevention, more effective
treatment, tougher law enforcement, and im-
proved interdiction. And finally, that is a power-

ful reason why I have tried to do as much as
possible to curb youth use of tobacco because,
as today’s survey also shows, teen smokers are
about 12 times as likely to use illegal drugs
as those who don’t smoke.

But our efforts depend on all Americans—
parents, teachers, coaches, and clergy—taking
responsibility and talking to our children about
the dangers of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco. If
we all take this first and important step, we
can finally reverse this longstanding trend and
help keep our Nation’s children drug-free.
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